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Introduction 

1. This report in meant to cover the last financial year up to 31
st
 March 2015, although clearly we are 

already well into the current year. Much has already happened, which is also reported 

 

Leadership Team 

2. The group has benefited from the devotion of a strong Leadership team. However we are now down 
to one warranted leader in Cubs and keen to further build our leadership team so we can deliver 
more quality scouting and further grow the scout group. There is still a need to recruit more help. 
Ideally we need 4 adults present at each meeting, so that the youngsters can work in small groups 
and get the most out of their scouting experience.  Work and family commitments will often take 
Leaders away, and so the ideal would be to have 3 warranted Leaders and a couple of Section 
Assistants as support to cover absences. 

3. Kate continues as Beaver Scout Leader and has been joined by Andy Beard as Assistant Beaver 
Leader. Ann Bourne continues to help as a Colony Assistant at meetings and looking after the Colony 
finances. They are supported by James Brace as a young leader.  

4. Rachel Knight continues as cub leader though is no longer supported by Graham Knight as Assistant 
Cub Leader dues to his work commitments. Geoff Niblett, and John Knight have again been a great 
help as Pack Assistants and are further supported by parents. Sadly Rachel has resigned and will 
step down as Cub Leader at the end of this term. We therefore urgently need to find more leadership 
support for our cub pack to prevent it having to close. 

5. Adam Coulthard has managed to do an excellent job with support from Jennifer and has grown a  
strong team around him this year, Adam is supported by David Hole and Robert Finch as Assistant 
Scout Leaders and by Naomi Goodman and Tom Parker as Young Leaders. 

6. Though after the period covered by this report it is worth mentioning that we have now an Explorer 
unit again which started on Friday Nights in Summer 2015 term thanks to Leaders Debs and John 
Morriss and Robin Taylor Milton as DESC  

7. It is great to see parents helping when they can. This in turn helps parents to see how enjoyable and 
rewarding leadership roles can be and we hope this will lead to further involvement.      

8. Pete Bourne is running the District Canoeing Programme and making full use of the canoeing 
equipment held at North Baddesley. 

 

Other Group Support 

9. We continue to have a strong Executive committee whose roles are to administer the Group, provide 
accommodation and equipment, and help recruit Leaders for all sections. Again there are some 
vacancies as we try to have at least one parent (preferably two) from each of the four sections. (See 
list at back). 

10. John Darby has completed his fifth year as 
Chairman.  Similarly Russ Parker has completed 
his fifth year as Treasurer and Mike Pollard his 
fourth as Group Secretary. A huge thank you to all 
for continuing these roles so efficiently and 
effectively. 

11. Nigel Robinson has done a great job as our QM 
(and District GPS Co-ordinator and now some 
major District Wall Climbing Responsibilities – 
thanks to Nigel for getting one too!) and has 
managed very well to deal with increased demands 
on the group camping equipment with Cubs, Scouts 
and even Beavers all making use of it.   Nigel is 
also now qualified as a wall climbing instructor. 
John Hunt helps Nigel very ably as Assistant QM 

12. Our team of Canoe instructors led by Pete Bourne have been in great demand. The team comprises 
Robin, Ann and Mark with other occasional helpers from other Districts. 

13. We do not have an active Membership Secretary now though are hoping that the new national 
Scouting Software available soon will make it so efficient that we don’t need one. 

14. Kate Moore is very competently running our badge stocks as badge secretary and is making use of 



online sources to contain badge costs. Badge costs do however continue to rise for positive reasons 
as leaders are now awarding far more of them!   Kate is also managing the distribution of our new 
neckers and our PRS audio licence. We no longer need a video performance licence as that is now 
covered at District Level.  

 

The Headquarters 

15. The CCTV surveillance put in place at high level in the car park continues to operate and vandalism 
around the scout hut has fallen apart from some graffiti. 

16. The HQ is well used on weekday evenings and Saturdays by both the Scout Group and other 
organisations although we still have several booking vacancies.  

17. The height barrier and gates on Queens Ride installed by the Parish Council have served their 
purpose to keep out illegal caravan campers etc. A turning area has now been added prior to the gate 
which makes manoeuvring easier and recently an all-weather path through the woods. We have been 
promised road improvements which will be funded by the next expected tranche of housing 
developments in North Baddesley (Those by the Home Hardware Store)  

18. Longer term proposals were announced for redevelopment of an area including Mountbatten Park as 
housing. We have written to Test Valley BC stating our views on this. The land around Mountbatten 
Park was included as a housing development area in the final TVBC Strategic Development Plan. 
This was then followed up with more detailed design proposals by The Princes Foundation on behalf 
of the Ashfield Estate. However the TVBC strategic plan was subsequently thrown out by a 
Government Inspector as unsustainable and so TVBC restarted the process afresh. We have 
resubmitted our views as before. 

19. We volunteered to help NBPC with Woodland Maintenance and recently started by cutting Ivy. The 
woods haven’t received much tender loving care in recent years and suffered particularly badly in the 
floods and storms of last winter. We have started to help redress the balance. 

 

Funds  

20. The Group Treasurer will report on the financial state of the Group. We are fortunate that we do not 
have to run major fund raising activities,since the use of the HQ by other organisations provides a 
regular source of income. However, we do need to maintain it to a reasonable standard in order to 
secure these lettings and have recently appointed a cleaner.  

 

Group Activities 

21. Summer 2014 camp for Scouts was held at Butchers Coppice Campsite near Bournemouth. Scouts 
stayed there for a week and enjoyed many activities both on and offsite. They were joined by our 
Beavers for one night, for many of whom it was 
their first ever night of camping. Cubs joined 
the H0014 County Camp in Dorset.  We hope 
to repeat the Butchers Coppice Camp with all 
three sections in Summer 2015 

22. We ran a stand at Village Day which has 
become another regular event for us after its 
5th successful year.  The centrepiece of our 
stall was again a Swing Boat Pioneering 
Project. The public happily donated to our 
cause for a go on it and it was busy all day. The 
Village Day Committee have kindly offered us a 
£250 donation from their profits too. However 
our main purpose was to advertise what we do.  

23. We did the Sky Ride from North Baddesley for 
the 5

th
 time. This year meeting up with just over 

12,000 other cyclists for a motor traffic-free ride around Southampton city centre.    

24. Annual events included our usual well attended St Georges Day Parade and Remembrance Day 
Parade  

25. We also helped again with putting up Romsey Christmas Lights which in turn will lead to a donation to 
our group from the Romsey Chamber of Commerce.  We also did  our bag pack at Sainsbury’s this 



year but may not be able to do it in 2015 as Sainsbury’s are restricting opportunities far more. 

26. As of January 2007 all sections within Scouting became open to girls as well as boys. Our Group 
decided to accept girls to the Scout Section upwards a few years ago, and has been accepting girls 
into the other sections since September 2006. We have now seen female members in all sections. It 
took a little longer to see our first girl cubs (at which age Brownies still has a large appeal in 
Baddesley). 

27. The group continues to deliver the Beadles for the Parish Council four times a year. For this we 
receive a small payment. Thank you to Wendy and John Hunt who have now taken over preparing 
the rounds from Ruth Evans.  The rounds are allocated to all the members who live within the area. 
Our thanks to the young people and their parents for helping with this - which is a service to the 
community as well as a source of income.  

 

Beaver Colony  (Thanks to Kate for this Section) 

 

28. Our Beaver Colony continues to be full to capacity.   

29. A busy and exciting year with the Beavers this year. It started with the St George’s Day parade and in 
preparation for this all the beavers invented their own heraldic shield.  The summer term was, as 
usual packed with outdoor activities including: 

 Athletics challenge 

 Bug hunts 

 Bark rubbing 

 Scavenger hunt 

 and the annual pond dipping. 

30. A big first was our camp in tents. We joined the scouts at their camp at Butcher’s Coppice in 
Bournemouth. The beavers crammed a stack of activities into the 26 hour s they were there. 

 Camping 

 Archery 

 Trampolining 

 Making Totem poles  

 Fire building and cooking on an open fire 

 
Figure 1 THE Beaver's tent and Totem poles 



 
Figure 2 "Not convinced about cooking on that!" 

 

 
Figure 3 "It's only a little bit burnt!" 



 
Figure 4 Making catapults 

 
31. When they are not out and about exploring the world, they  are at the scout hut playing games, 

creating art, learning about maps, playing games, learning about machines…the list is endless. In 
particular in the autumn term the beavers learnt about Space and completed their Space badge over 
several weeks. The local police came for a visit and the beavers had great fun with the police car. In 
the spring term they had themed evenings for Scotland, Wales and Ireland. They acted out Rabbie 
Burns’  tale of Tam O’Shanter and learnt about St Andrew, did indoor caving, watched Ivor the 
Engine and found out about St David and learned about St Patrick and pirates. 

 
32. I would also like to thank those parents who helped at the sleepover and camp. If anyone would like 

to help out at meetings and events just ask one of the team. 

 
 
Cub Pack (Thanks to Rachel and John for this section) 

33. Once again this has been a busy year for the cubs, who have enjoyed a variety of activities and 
badge work. 

34. In early April they took part in the annual joint sleepover weekend at Woodley which was enjoyed by 
everybody. 

 
35. In May 6 of our cubs 

joined others for the 
presentation, by 
Romsey's Mayor, of 
their Silver Chief Scout 
Award. For which we 
say a big well done. 
 

36. This year a new event 
was added to the calendar the Beaver and Cub fun day where the older Beavers and Younger Cubs 
had a go at Indoor Archery, Smores and Indoor, caving. 

 
37. During August a small contingent from Baddesley joined with others from Romsey, District to take 

part in “H0014”, which took place at Buddens Farm in Dorset with lots of fun activities. 
 



38. In September the Cubs made a Scarecrow, practice cooking and made things out of scrap, so that 
we could pick teams for the District events. Unfortunately even though they tried very hard we did not 
progress any further this year, 
 

39. A very small number of Cubs from 15th attended the Cub Christmas Campfire and one week later the 
District Festive Evening which was thoroughly enjoyed by all those who attended. 
 

40. I would like to thank Geoff, Dameon, Nick, Liz, Clare and Alison for their help throughout the year 
without which we would have not been able do as much as we have done. Unfortunately Geoff has 
had to stop helping following the opening of his climbing wall and I would like to say a big thank you 
to him. I would also like to thank “District” for their support during a period of when I was unavailable 
with no other uniformed leaders to take over. Akela 

 

 Scout Troop (Thanks to Adam for this section) 

 

41. Scouts also at capacity and had a great year 

 
Butchers Coppice hosted our week long scout camp - 11 Scouts had such a great time and we're taking 
more back this year... 

Every scout and leader has learnt knot a woggle with paracord. 

Particularly important was the great contribution of our leaders - Dave, Rob, Matt, Naomi, Isaac and Tom, 

and David L who came back to help on Summer Camp 

Realising that summer camp wasn't quite enough, we also spent the weekend at Cricket Camp in 

October 

Explorers starting up has meant that many of our leaving Scouts are staying in Scouting - great news 

Plenty of outdoors cooking over the year, and we discovered that we love Basecamp muffins 

Away from the hut, we've visited IBM Hursley, and have future plans to go out and about on our bikes 

and a trip to Eastleigh fire station 

Really lucky to have so many committed Scouts turning up week on week - thanks everyone for being a 

pleasure to work with 

Energy - lots of it burnt off in swimming, walking, and games 

Did some Geocaching for our Geocaching badge - look out for more Geocaches in North Baddesley 

soon! 
 

Crusaders Explorer Unit 

42. Watch this space. Just restarted Summer Term 2015. Friday Evenings after Cubs 

 

Canoeing 

43. Pete Bourne runs canoeing events for Romsey District as part of an agreement when we received 
grants of £12,000 a few years ago on behalf of the District, to replace our canoe equipment.  Pete is 
doing a fantastic job along with his team of instructors, they run a packed programme through the 
summer months including fun day’s BCU training courses and Expeditions as well as special events 
for groups and canoeing activities within other events. Pete has also revised the courses to fit with 
the BCU Paddlepower Programme and so also includes open canoeing as well as kayaking. 



 

Thanks 

 

44. Finally I would like to thank the terrific team of people who give their time to make Scouting in North 
Baddesley so successful and enjoyable. 

 The Leaders and their teams who turn out week after week to provide the regular programme and 
at other times for special events.   

 Also the “background” team including the Group Executive and other supporters who work quietly 
to make sure the facilities are there. They do not get the recognition that the Leaders get - so it is 
particularly important to thank them.   

 The District and County Teams who provide other activities and support   

 And to people from other organisations that also give us their time to help us provide a varied 
programme 

45. One hundred and eight years have passed since Robert Baden-Powell took a group of youngsters 
camping on Brownsea Island - and it has not just survived - it is growing. Enjoy the adventure! 



 

Leaders, Assistants & Instructors 
 
Group Scout Leader     John Evans 
  
Beaver Scout Leader   Kate Moore 
Colony Assistant Ann Bourne 
Assistant Beaver Scout Leader Andy Beard 
Young Leader James Brace 
 
Cub Scout Leader Rachel Knight 
Assistant Cub Scout Leader Vacant 
Pack Assistant John Knight 
Pack Assistant Geoff Niblett (though less now running Golden Gecko Indoor  

Climbing Centre) 
  
Scout Leader Adam Coulthard 
Assistant Scout Leader Robert Finch 
Assistant Scout Leader David Hole  
Young Leader Naomi Goodman 
Young Leader Tom Parker 
 
                 
Group Instructors 
Canoeing Coordinator Pete Bourne  
Canoe Instructor (Form W) Robin Taylor-Milton 
Canoe Instructor (Form W) Ann Bourne 
Canoe Instructor (Form W) Mark Bourne 
Wall Climbing Nigel Robertson 
Archery Rachel Knight  
(Ian Housego no longer active as Archery Instructor)  
 



 

Other Adult Support 
 
Executive Committee (Existing) 
 
Chairman John Darby (Chair Designate – Jennifer Arkell)  
Secretary Mike Pollard 
Treasurer Russ Parker 
 
Membership Secretary  Vacant…may lapse as new national records system starts  
  
Quartermaster Nigel Robertson 
Assistant QM John Hunt 
 
Publicity Vacant 
 

Beaver Parents TBA 
Cub Parents John Hunt 
Scout Parent  Mike Pollard 
  
  
 
Other supporters/helpers 
Badge Secretary Kate Moore 
Beadle Distribution John and Wendy Hunt 
Editor “NB” Vacant 
HQ Bookings John Evans 
HQ cleaning co-ordinator  Russ Parker (subcontracted)  
Uniform Exchange Vacant 
Waiting list Kate Moore 
  
Auditor Keith Loader 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


